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representation of animal life can be discovered amidst
the varieties of foliages, grotesques, and strange orna-
ments. About each arch is a large square of arabasques,
surrounded with a rim of characters that are generally
quotations from the Koran. Over the pillars is another
square of delightful filligree work. Higher up is a
wooden rim, or kind of cornice, as much enriched with
carving as the stucco that covers the part underneath.
Over this projects a roof of red tiles, the only thing that
disfigures this beautiful square. This ugly covering is
modern, put on by order of Mr. Wall, the late prime
minister, who a few years ago gave the Alhambra a
thorough repair. In Moorish times the building was
covered with large painted and glazed tiles, of which
some few are still to be seen. In the centre of the
court are twelve ill-made lions muzzled, their fore-parts
smooth, their hind-parts rough, which bear upon their
backs an enormous basin, out of which a lesser rises.
While the pipes were kept in good order, a great volume
of water was thrown up, that, falling down into the
basins, passed through the beasts and issued out of
their mouths into a large reservoir, where it communi-
cated by channels with the jets d'eau in the apartments.
This fountain is of white marble, embellished with many
festoons, and Arabic distichs, thus translated :
*" Seest thou not how the water flows copiously, like
the Nile?"
'"This  resembles   a  sea washing   over   its  shores,
threatening shipwreck to the mariner."
*" This water runs abundantly, to give drink to the lions."
'" Terrible as the lion is our king in the day of battle."
c"The Nile gives glory to the king, and the lofty
mountains proclaim it."
'"This garden is fertile in delights; God takes care
that no noxious animal shall approach it."